“To His Coy Mistress”



   


  Andrew Marvell

Group 1 - Marvell approaches the carpe diem theme with a mix of whimsical fancy and passionate urgency.    However, his poem is more psychologically complicated than simply urging someone to ‘seize the day.’  Your speaker, a sophisticated and mature young man, attempts to persuade his young mistress to yield to his advances.  His argument is broken into three parts, as evidence by the three stanzas in the poem.    Instructions –To start, read the poem completely through and decide what tactic each stanza uses to convince his mistress to ‘engage in extra-curricular activities’ with him.  THEN, go through each stanza again and point out any literary devices and sound elements you come across.  Highlight and annotate the poem in the space provided below.

Had we but world enough, and time,

This coyness, lady, were no crime.

We would sit down, and think which way

To walk, and pass our long love’s day.

Thou by the Indian Ganges’ side

Shouldst rubies find; I by the tide 

Of Humber would complain.  I would

Love you ten years before the flood,

And you should, if you please, refuse

Till the conversion of the Jews.

My vegetable love should grow

Vaster than empires and more slow;

An hundred years should go to praise

Thine eyes, and on thy forehead gaze,

Two hundred to adore each breast,

But thirty thousand to the rest;

An age at least to every part,

And the last age should show your heart.

For lady, you deserve this state,

Nor would I love at lower rate.

But at my back I always hear

Time’s winged chariot hurrying near;

And yonder all before us lie 

Deserts of vast eternity.

Thy beauty shall no more be found,

Nor, in thy marble vault, shall sound

My echoing song; then worms shall try

That long-preserved virginity,

And your quaint honor turn to dust,

And into ashes all my lust:

The grave’s a fine and private place,

 But none, I think, do there embrace.

Now therefore, while the youthful hue

Sits on the skin like morning dew,

And while thy willing soul transpires

At every pore with instant fires,

Now let us sport while we may,

And now, like amorous birds of prey

Rather at once our time devour

Than languish in this slow-chapped power.

Let us roll all our strength and all

Our sweetness up into one ball,

And tear out our pleasures with rough strife

Through the iron gates of life:

Thus, though we cannot make our sun

Stand still, yet we will make him run.
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Group 3 - Marvell approaches the carpe diem theme with a mix of whimsical fancy and passionate urgency.    However, his poem is more psychologically complicated than simply urging someone to ‘seize the day.’  Your speaker, a sophisticated and mature young man, attempts to persuade his young mistress to yield to his advances.  His argument is broken into three parts, as evidence by the three stanzas in the poem.   Instructions –Read the poem through once and lightly annotate.  Engage the group and teacher in a discussion based on your findings.

Had we but world enough, and time,

This coyness, lady, were no crime.

We would sit down, and think which way

To walk, and pass our long love’s day.

Thou by the Indian Ganges’ side

Shouldst rubies find; I by the tide 

Of Humber would complain.  I would

Love you ten years before the flood,

And you should, if you please, refuse

Till the conversion of the Jews.

My vegetable love should grow

Vaster than empires and more slow;

An hundred years should go to praise

Thine eyes, and on thy forehead gaze,

Two hundred to adore each breast,

But thirty thousand to the rest;

An age at least to every part,

And the last age should show your heart.

For lady, you deserve this state,

Nor would I love at lower rate.

But at my back I always hear

Time’s winged chariot hurrying near;

And yonder all before us lie 

Deserts of vast eternity.

Thy beauty shall no more be found,

Nor, in thy marble vault, shall sound

My echoing song; then worms shall try

That long-preserved virginity,

And your quaint honor turn to dust,

And into ashes all my lust:

The grave’s a fine and private place,

 But none, I think, do there embrace.

Now therefore, while the youthful hue

Sits on the skin like morning dew,

And while thy willing soul transpires

At every pore with instant fires,

Now let us sport while we may,

And now, like amorous birds of prey

Rather at once our time devour

Than languish in this slow-chapped power.

Let us roll all our strength and all

Our sweetness up into one ball,

And tear out our pleasures with rough strife

Through the iron gates of life:

Thus, though we cannot make our sun

Stand still, yet we will make him run.

“To His Coy Mistress”



   



  Andrew Marvell

Group 2 - Marvell approaches the carpe diem theme with a mix of whimsical fancy and passionate urgency.    However, his poem is more psychologically complicated than simply urging someone to ‘seize the day.’  Your speaker, a sophisticated and mature young man, attempts to persuade his young mistress to yield to his advances.  His argument is broken into three parts, as evidence by the three stanzas in the poem.   Instructions –Read the poem through once and lightly annotate.  Engage the group and teacher in a discussion based on your findings.


Had we but world enough, and time,

This coyness, lady, were no crime.

We would sit down, and think which way

To walk, and pass our long love’s day.

Thou by the Indian Ganges’ side

Shouldst rubies find; I by the tide 

Of Humber would complain.  I would

Love you ten years before the flood,

And you should, if you please, refuse

Till the conversion of the Jews.

My vegetable love should grow

Vaster than empires and more slow;

An hundred years should go to praise

Thine eyes, and on thy forehead gaze,

Two hundred to adore each breast,

But thirty thousand to the rest;

An age at least to every part,

And the last age should show your heart.

For lady, you deserve this state,

Nor would I love at lower rate.

But at my back I always hear

Time’s winged chariot hurrying near;

And yonder all before us lie 

Deserts of vast eternity.

Thy beauty shall no more be found,

Nor, in thy marble vault, shall sound

My echoing song; then worms shall try

That long-preserved virginity,

And your quaint honor turn to dust,

And into ashes all my lust:

The grave’s a fine and private place,

 But none, I think, do there embrace.

Now therefore, while the youthful hue

Sits on the skin like morning dew,

And while thy willing soul transpires

At every pore with instant fires,

Now let us sport while we may,

And now, like amorous birds of prey

Rather at once our time devour

Than languish in this slow-chapped power.

Let us roll all our strength and all

Our sweetness up into one ball,

And tear out our pleasures with rough strife

Through the iron gates of life:

Thus, though we cannot make our sun

Stand still, yet we will make him run.

*What does the word ‘coy’ mean? __________________________________________


*What is the effect on tone when he calls her coyness a  crime?___________________


______________________________________________________________________


*What are the allusions in lines 5-7?_________________________________________


			  line 8?_________________________________________


			  Line 10?________________________________________


*In the first allusion to the rivers, he emphasizes distance.  What do the other two allusions emphasize? ___________________________________________________


*‘Vegetable love’ is an allusion to a lesser known  work of the time.  It sounds silly, however it works.  Think of the properties of vegetables and their growth – especially the vining ones.  How does this knowledge help make sense of the metaphor? 


______________________________________________________________________


*List three hyperboles___________________________________________________ 


*The last two lines  contain a metaphor AND a pun within the same word.  What is the word and A) the metaphor it creates_______________________________________   	 B) how is it a pun_______________________________________________


*Summarize the speaker’s argument to the woman – what technique is he using to persuade her to yield to him._____________________________________________


*What is the tone of the first stanza_________________________________________








*What word in the first sentence supports the shift in argument?_________________


*What literary element is used in line 22 in regards to ‘Time’s winged chariot?’  


______________________________________________________________________


*The ‘winged chariot’ is ‘hurying’.  What impact does that have on the tone of this section.  (hint – think of the phrase ‘time ______ when you’re having fun.’


_____________________________________________________________________


*What is a marble vault___________________________________________________


*What technique is he using to persuade his woman to yield to him?_______________


*Define ‘quaint.’  ________________________________________________________


*How then does the speaker feel about her honor and virginity?__________________


______________________________________________________________________


*What is the tone at this point?_____________________________________________


*After he gives her concrete images of her death, he tries to lighten the tone by using which satirical device?__________________________________________________


* What is your opinion of our speaker at this point? ___________________________


_____________________________________________________________________





*What word proves the shift in argument?___________________________________


*What literary device is used in line 34?_____________________________________


*What does the speaker assume in line 35?___________________________________


*What do you believe the word ‘sport’ means here?____________________________


*The speaker uses ‘birds of prey’ instead of pigeons or doves.  What is he implying their behavior should be?________________________________________________


*What assumption does he make about his woman’s response to his arguments in the first two stanzas?_______________________________________________________


*The last two lines contain the literary element __________________ .  How does that lend to the carpe diem philosophy?________________________________________


*Answer this last question on the back


Read some of the poem aloud.  Do the words flow nicely together and make it easy to read, or are they heavy and cumbersome causing you to trip and stumble over them.  Look at the rhyme scheme as well.  Does the sound of the poem reinforce the speaker’s carpe diem philosopy?  Why/How?











