Dante’s Inferno

Answer all questions—Explain in detail.

Canto 1

1. When The Inferno begins, How old is Dante?

2. Dante finds his path blocked by three savage animals, What are they and what do they represent?

3. What day does Dante begin his journey?

Canto 2

4. Dante calls upon ___________ to help him tell his story.
5. Who is Dante’s guide?

6. Who sent the guide to help Dante?

Canto 3

7. What does the inscription read above the gates of hell?

8. What is the name of the river that Dante must cross to get into hell?

9. What is the name of the boatman in this canto? What is his job?
Canto 4

10. Who resides in the first circle of hell?

11. What is their punishment?

12. What is the title of this circle?

Canto 5

13. Who is guarding this circle?  What is his job?

14. Who resides in the second circle of hell?

15. What is their punishment?

16. Who are the famous lovers in this circle and why are they there?

Canto 6

17. Who resides in the third circle of hell?

18. What is the punishment?

19. Who guards this circle?  What is his job?

20. What is the name of the spirit that speaks to Dante?  Who is he?  What does he tell Dante?

Canto 7

21. Who resides in the fourth circle of hell?

22. What is their punishment?

23. What is the name of the river in this circle?

24. Who is Plutus?

Canto 8

25. Who resides in the fifth circle of hell?

26. What is their punishment?

27. What is the name of the boatmen in this canto?  What is his job?

28. Who was the sinner that was dragged underwater?  Why was he there?

Canto 9-11
29. Who is in the sixth circle of hell?

30. What is their punishment?
31. What is the name of the city in the sixth circle of hell?

Canto 12-17

32. Who resides in the seventh circle of hell?

33. Name the 5 different acts in this circle as well as their punishments.

34. How does Chiron know that Dante is a living soul?

35. What is the river made out of?

36. What is a Harpie and what do they do?

37.  Who is Brunetto Latini and what did he do?

38. Who is Geryon and what is his job?

Canto 18-30

39. Who resides in the eighth circle?

40. Name the 10 different sins and their punishments.

41. What famous person can be found in canto 19?
42. What do the horned demons symbolize?

43. Who is Cacus?

Canto 31

44. Who resides in the ninth circle?

45. What are the four types of sins and their punishments?

46. Explain the Well of Giants.

47. What does Antaeus do?

48. What do the “stars” symbolize?

49. Which of these sections do you consider the most severe crime?  Explain why it is the worst crime in today’s world?  Give examples.

50. What do you think about the circle you are assigned to?  Why do you think you were put there?  (If you have not taken the test—Which circle do you see yourself in?  Why?)

