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Directions:  Before we begin reading Monster by Walter Dean Myers, fill out this anticipation guide.  These statements are to help you start thinking about some of the issues expressed in the novel.  Read each statement and write TRUE or FALSE on the line.  Afterwards, explain your reasoning.  Think about each statement before answering.  You will be graded based on completion and thought.

1). In a court room, a person is always guilty until proven innocent.  _____________________

2). There are consequences to every decision we make.____________________________

3). Peer pressure is always negative.  _________________________

4). Jail is a place where only guilty people go. _____________________

5). Writing in a journal is a good way to express feelings._________________________

6). People are judge by the friends and acquaintances they have.  ______________________

7). People who commit crimes come from bad families.  _______________________

Based on the above statements, make three predictions for the novel, Monster.
8). 

9). 

10). 


Directions:  After each reading, add information about each character that is mentioned.  
	Character
	Role in the Novel
	Physical and Personality Traits/Actions      

	1). Steve Harmon
	Narrator


	

	2). James King
	Thug


	

	3). Richard “Bobo” Evans
	The Rat
	

	2). Sandra Petrocelli
	Prosecutor
	

	3). Kathy O’Brien
	Defense Attorney

(Steve)
	

	4). Asa Briggs
	Defense Attorney 

(James King)
	

	6). Jose Delgado
	Witness
	

	7). Salvatore Zinzi
	Witness
	

	8). Wendell Bolden
	Witness
	

	9). Mr. Sawicki
	Film teacher
	

	10). Jerry Harmon
	Steve’s little brother
	

	Assignment #1 - Monday, July 6-Tuesday, July 7  
p. 1-58


VOCABULARY TERMS

	Terms
	Definitions                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	1). prosecutor
	lawyer representing the court case for the government



	2). defendant
	in a court proceeding, the person charged with a crime



	3). defense attorney/ defender
	lawyer representing the person charged with a crime



	4). felony
	a serious crime that can be punishable by jail time



	5). accomplice
	helper in a crime or attempted crime


	6). motions
	arguments or proposals for action by a judge in a trial



	7). admissible
	evidence or testimony that is allowed in court




COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
Directions:  Answer each question in a complete sentence.

1. Why is it best to cry at night while someone is screaming?
2. Describe the narrator.  Where is he at the beginning of the story?
3. What does the narrator decide to write in the notebook he is given?  Do you think this is a good idea?

4. Who is on trial for murder?

5. According to Sandra Petrocelli, who are the monsters in the community?

6. Identify Alguinaldo Nesbitt.

7. According to Kathy O’Brien, what is the wonder and beauty of the American system of justice?
8. Who discovers the body and the missing cigarettes?
	Assignment #2 - Wednesday, July 8-Thursday, July 9  
p. 59-126


VOCABULARY TERMS
	Terms
	Definitions                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	1). appeal
	a legal step taking a case from lower court to a higher court for review



	2). affidavit
	a sworn statement made by someone who will not be at the trail



	3). cross-examines
	questions a witness a second time to discredit earlier answers



	4). stoolies
	stool pigeons – slang for police officers



	5). hostile
	an unfriendly or non-cooperating witness; a witness called by the other side



	6). sustained
	allowed to stand in a court proceeding



	7). overruled
	not allowed to stand in a court proceeding




COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 8th
9. Why do they take away your shoelaces and belt in jail?

10. How does Steve feel in the courtroom?

11. What does the man called Sunset say after reading Steve’s play?

12. What does Miss O’Brien say part of her job is?

13. What is Steve’s dream?  What do you think it means?
14. Does Detective Karyl want the death penalty in this case?

15. What is Steve’s answer when the older prisoner asks, “Why should you walk?”

16. According to O’Brien, are people innocent until proven guilty?

17. What reason does Osvaldo Cruz give for taking part in the robbery?

THURSDAY, JULY 9
18. What does Acie say about his upcoming verdict?
19. Why does Miss O’Brien put the pictures of Mr. Nesbitt in front of Steve on the table?
20. Why does Steve say he wants to open his shirt when Miss O’Brien looks at him?
21. Why does Steve laugh when King gives him a threatening look?
22. What was Osvaldo’s job in the robbery?
What three of Osvaldo’s actions does O’Brien point out to show he is not a fearful person?
23).
24).
25).
26. What did Mr. Harmon used to dream about for his baby son?
27. Steve says he thinks his dad thinks the same as Miss O’Brien does about him. What do they think?
28.  What is your opinion of the book thus far?  Give facts to support your opinion.
	Assignment #3 Friday, July 10, - Monday, July 13            p.127-200   


VOCABULARY TERMS
	Terms
	Definitions                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	1). montage        p.131
	rapid succession of different images, etc. in a film; composite of juxtaposed elements

	2). mosaic          p. 151
	picture or pattern made by arranging small bits of colored stone, glass, etc



	3). whist           p.154
	card game

	4). diminutive      p.161
	very small



	5). manslaughter   p.176
	killing of a human being unlawfully but without deliberate intent or under strong provocation

	6). parole           p.186
	early release of a prisoner on the condition of good behavior



	7). hurdy-gurdy    p.199
	portable hand-organ; barrel organ




COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

FRIDAY, JULY 10 p.127

29. What cheap trick does Petrocelli use on July 10th?

30. What is the guard’s reaction to Steve’s gagging when cleaning the floors?

31. Describe Steve’s reaction to Dr. Moody’s testimony about how Mr. Nesbitt actually died. What was James King’s reaction to it?

SATURDAY, JULY 11

32. How does Steve feel when Miss O’Brien smiles at him?

33. What is Miss O’Brien’s response to Steve’s telling her he isn’t guilty?

34.  Do you think Ernie is guilty?  Explain your reasoning.
35. What does Mama bring to Steve?

36. What does Steve think as he lies on his cot after Mama’s visit?

37. What phrase does King use when talking about the robbery?

38. What is Steve’s reaction to King’s asking him if he would be the lookout?

SUNDAY, JULY 12

39. What happens at the church service in jail?

40. What reason does Steve give for so many fights in jail?

41. Why is it funny to Steve that they don’t allow kids in the visiting area?

MONDAY, JULY 13 p.161-200

42. What does Mrs. Henry say in her testimony?

43. Whose gun is used in the shooting?

44. What do Bobo and King do after the robbery?

45. What sign does Steve give Bobo and King that the store is all clear?

46. What three points does O’Brien make when questioning Bobo?

1).


2).


3). 

	Assignment #4 Tuesday, July 14 (“King rests.” to the end) - December 5 months later


VOCABULARY TERMS

	Terms
	Definitions                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	1). soliciting   p.231
	seeking; requesting; enticing, urging


	2). compassionate   p. 235
	filled with pity and sympathy



	3). potential   p.242
	latent ability’ capacity for use or development



	4), taint   p.243
	stain slgihtly; corrupt



	5). alleged   p.249
	brought forward as an argument without proof


	6). acquit(ed)   p.253
	declare not guilty



	7). reformatory  p.270
	institution for reforming juvenile offenders




COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

JULY 14 (part 1)

47. Why does King’s lawyer want to make sure the jury connects him to Steve?

48. Steve says, “Maybe we are here ________________.”

49. What would Steve have told Jerry if he had been there?

50. What is the essence of Nipping’s testimony?

51. Why does O’Brien decide Steve should testify?  Do you agree with O’Brien?

52. Why couldn’t King testify?
53. What game did O’Brien and Steve play? Why?

54. What does Steve say truth is?  Do you agree?  Explain.
55. What does Inmate 2 say about truth and survival?

56. Does Steve tell the truth on the witness stand?

57. Summarize Mr. Sawicki’s testimony?

JULY 14 (second part)

58. What main points does Briggs make in his closing arguments to the jury?

59. What main points does O’Brien make in her final arguments to the jury?

60. According to Petrocelli, what is this case about?

61. How does Petrocelli describe the crime?

62. What reason does Petrocelli give the jury to urge them to convict Steve Harmon?

JULY 17
63. What does Steve say the reason is that so many guys in jail talk about appeals?

64. What is the jury’s verdict for King?  Do you agree with this verdict?  Explain
65. What is the jury’s verdict for Steve Harmon?  Do you agree with this verdict?  Explain.
66. What is O’Brien’s reaction to Steve’s open arms to give her a hug?

67. What is the last image of Steve in the film?

DECEMBER, 5 months later
68. What is Steve doing with his camera? Why?

69. What did Steve’s father say to him after the trial?

70. What final question is Steve trying to answer?

Monster– Book Review and Illustration

	Directions:  After we have read the book, rate it on a scale of 1-10, with 10 being the highest.  Write a review of the book. Why did you like the book? OR Why did you not like the book?  Who you recommend this book to a friend?  Be specific and give examples.  Afterwards, draw a colorful illustration pertaining to the book.


Rating:  1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

	Illustration
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