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Tears of a Tiger 
Study Guide #5
CONCERN AND DENIAL
1. Whose concern does this chapter’s title refer to? Whose denial does it refer to?

2. We already know that Andy’s schoolwork has been slipping. What else is troubling Ms. Blackwell about Andy?

3. What conclusion does Mr. Jackson make about Ms. Blackwell?

LIONS, TIGERS, AND DINOSAURS

4. Why does Monty draw blond white people instead of black people like himself?

5. To whom does Monty compare his “very sad” tiger?

6. Why can’t Andy take Monty to the museum?

HIDDEN OPINIONS

7. What generalization does one of the teachers in this chapter make about black kids?
8. The author never physically describes the teachers in this chapter. How do we know that they are not black?

NEEDS AND WORRIES

9. What does Keisha know about Andy that no one else does?

10. Why is Keisha reluctant to “ease up” on her relationship with Andy even though she would like to?

11. What question has Andy asked Keisha that may lead one to suspect that he is considering suicide?

“DO YOU? DO YOU?” and “I DO”

12. What scares Rhonda about the “real kind of love”?

13. Why do you think the author chose to put these two chapters immediately after Keisha’s diary entry about her relationship with Andy?

PUBLIC PLEASURE, PRIVATE PAIN
14. What does Andy do at the talent show that almost gets him in trouble with Mrs. Jawes?

15. What does Keisha notice about Andy as she watches him perform?
16. What state is Andy and Keisha’s relationship in at the end of this chapter?
PRIVATE PAIN

17. How does Andy’s mother refer to the car crash that took Rob’s life?
18. Why does Andy tell his mother the story about him almost drowning on vacation?
19. In this chapter, Andy says, “I can’t deal with this by myself” for the first time. He seems to be openly asking for help. How does his mother respond?
“GIRL,LET ME TELL YOU!”

20. What does Rhonda think that Andy needs?
21. What was Keisha going to perform in the talent show? Why?
SLIPPING AWAY
22. Who does Andy blame for his having missed the chance to talk to the college scouts?
23. By the end of the chapter, what has Andy decided?
